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Students face a potential $70 
per semester fee for renovations to 
Downing University Center. Should 
the Student Government Assocation 
approve the renovation project, it 
could be made offi cial as soon as the 
April 22 Board of Regents meeting.
With that in mind, the 
Herald takes a look at 
WKU's student fees as 
they relate to other uni-
versities. Though some 
other universities post 
a breakdown on their 
websites, WKU's stu-
dent fees system oper-
ates differently.
HOW IT WORKS
There are now only two manda-
tory student fees and three areas 
identifi ed as “restricted tuition,” a 
term given to particularly important 
programs that get a specifi c amount 
of money from tuition, Bursar Be-
linda Higginbotham said.
But almost a decade ago, students 
paid about 13 different fees in addi-
tion to tuition.
In 2002, WKU decided to sim-
plify the budget by lumping tuition 
and fees together, budget director 
Kim Reed said.
Now, only three of the original 
fees — Health Services, student 
technology and Student Govern-
ment Association programming 
— get a specifi c amount of money 
from tuition, Reed said.
Media relations director volunteers as fi re chief
REBECCA BARNETT/HERALD
Woodburn resident Bob Skipper, 50, balances two jobs: volunteer fi re chief for the Woodburn Fire 
Department and director of WKU Media Relations.  Skipper has been fi re chief for about six years, 
but he has been a volunteer fi refi ghter for almost 25. He also has worked at WKU for 24 years.  “I’ve 
been very fortunate in that my supervisors understand what I do,” Skipper said, who averages four 
meetings a month along with training for the fi re department.  “I enjoy helping people,” Skipper 
said.  “We’ve got a great community, and we’re fortunate that they are very supportive of the 
department.” 
When some people think of Bob 
Skipper, they might think along the 
same lines as Louisville freshman 
Rachel Pedersen.
“I’m not really sure what he 
does,” she said. “I know he sends a 
lot of e-mails.”
As director of Media Relations, 
Skipper works to enhance WKU’s 
reputation through different media 
outlets.
He said his job at WKU isn’t a 
regular nine-to-five gig. And nei-
ther is his volunteer position as the 
Woodburn Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment fire chief. 
Skipper has worked for WKU for 
24 years, starting out as the universi-
ty photographer and working his way 
up to his current position.
Skipper has been the fire chief at 
Woodburn for the past six years. He 
said the fire department makes any-
where from 300 to 350 runs a year.
His fire chief responsibilities in-
clude keeping equipment ready for 
use and dealing with government and 
state agencies.
“It’s just a little bit of everything 
on top of trying to keep up with train-
ing,” he said.
Then there is actually respond-
ing to emergencies, where Skipper is 
also in charge on the scene.
Skipper said that his position 
as fire chief has occasionally af-
fected his job as director of Media 
Relations, but his position at WKU 
doesn’t have strict hours.
“I’ve been fortunate to have had 
supervisors who have allowed me the 
flexibility when I’ve needed to do 
something with the fire department 
as long as it didn’t adversely impact 
my job,” he said.
Tommy Newton, the assistant 
director of Media Relations, has 
worked with Skipper since 1999.
Over the summer, a power line at 
Newton’s Woodburn home sparked, 
and the fire department was called.
“Bob was on the other side of the 
county, but he responded to the run at 
my house,” Newton said.
By LAUREN ARNOLD
diversions@chherald.com




Phase one of 
new website 
launches today
President Gary Ransdell said changes in the 
Bowling Green City Commission could poten-
tially mean changes for WKU.
Elaine Walker attended her fi nal Bowling 
Green City Commission meeting as mayor last 
week and was sworn in as Kentucky’s new sec-
retary of state on Saturday.
Commissioner Joe Denning was sworn in as 
Bowling Green’s mayor pro tem on Saturday 
and will serve for 30 days while a new mayor 
is sought.
Ransdell said the pending decision of Bowl-
ing Green’s next mayor is one of great impor-
tance and could come with changes.
 “Whoever serves in that role could affect 
(WKU’s) relations with the city,” Ransdell said. 




SEE MAYOR, PAGE 3
WKU offi cials hope the university’s new 
website, which began its three-phase launch 
today, appeals to prospective students with an 
easy-to-use design.
Public Affairs and Information Technology 
teamed up on the redesign, which users can now 
see on WKU’s homepage and immediate landing 
pages. The rest will launch in two more phases 
on July 1 and Sept. 3.
Bob Owen, vice president for Information 
Technology, said that because the new website is 
clean, fresh and engaging, it helps communicate 
the culture of WKU to prospective students.
“It has an element of showing a place that is 
alive,” he said. “This is a dynamic institution, 
and I think the website refl ects that.”
By KATHERINE WADE
news@chherald.com
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fees and where that 
























By MICHELLE DAY    |    news@chherald.com
Ever wonder where 
your tuition and fees 
money goes each 
semester?
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■ Hannah Smith, Bemis Lawrence Hall, 
reported on Jan. 30 that her wallet was 
stolen from her room. The value of the 
theft was $30. 
■ Lauren Barker, Bemis, reported on Jan. 
29 that her laptop was stolen from her 
room. The value of the theft was $1,100. 
■ Katherine McLean, Bemis, reported on 
Jan. 29 that her laptop was stolen from 
her room. The value of the theft was 
$1,175. 
■ Holly Drees, Bemis, reported on Jan. 29 
that her laptop was stolen. The value of 
the theft was $760. 
■ Blaire Brangers, Bemis, reported on 
Jan. 29 that her laptop was stolen.  
Arrests
■ Kelsie R. Price, Louisville, was arrested 
on Jan. 29 for disorderly conduct. She 
was released the same day on a cash 
bond.
■ Christian M. Finch, Northeast Hall, was 
arrested on Jan. 29 for alcohol intoxica-
tion and disorderly conduct. He was 
released the same day on a cash bond.
■ Bryna Price, Louisville, was arrested on 
Jan. 29 for alcohol intoxication. She was 
released the same day on time served.
■ Rico Morales, Pearce-Ford Tower, was 
arrested on Jan. 29 for alcohol intoxica-
tion after being found intoxicated in a 
PFT restroom. He was released the same 
day on time served. 
Fill in the grid so that every column and every 3x3 box 
contains the digits 1-9 with no repeats. Solutions, tips 
and computer program at www.sudoku.com.
Noon Tunes




African-American Studies Lecture Series: 
"Why You Got That On?" 
3:30 p.m., GCC 103
Women's Basketball vs. South Alabama
11:30 a.m., Diddle Arena
Men's Basketball vs. South Alabama
7 p.m., Diddle Arena
Women's Tennis vs. Southern Indiana
noon, tennis courts
Faculty Vocal Recital: 
"All Roads Lead to Home" 
3 p.m. to 5 p.m., fi ne arts center 189
Big Brothers Big Sisters College Bowl
10 a.m. to 2 p.m., Downing University Center 4th 
fl oor lobby
Student Government Association senate 
meeting
5 p.m., DUC 305
Opening Ceremony for Black History Month 
events 
5 p.m. to 9 p.m., Garrett Conference Center 103 
The Dating Doctor





Big Brothers Big Sisters Information Table
10 a.m. to 2 p.m., GCC lobby
Black Classic Film Series: 
"The Language You Cry In"
 6 p.m., DUC 340
Chemistry Club
6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m., Thompson Complex Central 
Wing 425
Chess Club
6 p.m. to 9 p.m., Faculty House
Kentucky High School Cheerleading 
Championships
8 a.m. to 10 p.m., Diddle Arena
Kentucky Reptile Expo
10 a.m. to 4 p.m., Carroll Knicely Conference Center, 
$5.25
Women's Tennis vs. Kentucky Wesleyan
 noon, tennis courts
Women's Basketball vs. Louisiana-Monroe
1 p.m., Diddle Arena
Men's Basketball vs. Louisiana-Monroe
3:30 p.m., Diddle Arena
Gamers Guild Meeting
4 p.m. to 10:45 p.m., DUC 310A
■ NEWS BRIEFS
Open forum delayed with 
Emslie in Scotland
WKU's open forum regarding the re-
sults from last fall's listening tour has been 
delayed, President Gary Ransdell said in 
an e-mail to faculty and staff last Thurs-
day.
Ransdell said Gordon Emslie, provost 
and vice president for Academic Affairs, 
had a death in the immediate family of 
a close colleague and friend, and Emslie 
will attend the funeral in Scotland on Feb. 
4 — the same date as the forum was origi-
nally scheduled.
A new date has not been set.
Ransdell said Emslie was willing for 
the forum to go on without his presence 
but Ransdell believes "his personal in-
volvement in this important academic pre-
sentation is critical."
Emslie also plans to use his trip to 
Scotland for business, Ransdell said.
"While in the UK, he will also consult 
with other colleagues regarding an on-
going research project in which he is in-
volved," Ransdell said in the e-mail.
The forum, which Emslie will lead 
with Gordon Baylis, vice president for 
Research, is intended to critique the struc-
ture and effectiveness of academic depart-
ments at WKU, Ransdell said in a previ-
ous e-mail.
Baylis said he and Emslie have "spent 
hours upon hours trying to pull it all to-
gether and make a big deal about" their 
fi ndings.
Baylis spoke previously of his pro-
posal to create three divisions within 
faculty positions, one of which being 
research.
Faculty with a research position would not 
be required to teach, thus relieving research 
efforts from those who do teach, he said.
Baylis said he will discuss his proposal 
in more detail at the forum.
"We've learned a lot, and we've got a 
lot of ideas," Baylis said late last month. "I 
think what we want to do is lay out quite 
a big vision."
— Jonathan Lintner
ROTC program wins 
national MacArthur award
The WKU ROTC program has won the 
esteemed MacArthur scholarship, accord-
ing to a WKU press release.
The award, named after Gen. Doug-
las MacArthur, recognizes the strongest 
ROTC programs in the nation and is pre-
sented to individual battalions that have 
excelled during the fi scal year, according 
to the press release.
LT. Col. Jason T. Caldwell, professor 
of Military Science and Leadership, said 
in the press release that award was unex-
pected, but is an ode to how hard the ca-
dets and cadre have performed throughout 
the year.
Since 1989, the General Douglas Ma-
cArthur foundation, along with the U.S. 
Army Cadet Command, acknowledges the 
best of the 272 battalions in the nation, ac-
cording to the press release.
Basis for the award includes Cadet 
National Order of Merit List, cadet re-
tention ratio, quality and performance 
of military training and newly commis-
sioned second lieutenants, according to 
the press release.
Other winners of 2011 award include 
Texas A&M University, St. Johns Uni-
versity, University of Minnesota-Twin 
Cities, James Madison University, Geor-
gia Southern University and Pacifi c Lu-
theran University, according to the press 
release.
There will be a formal presentation of 
the award in the spring, according to the 
press release.
— Joanna Williams
Free service compares 
textbook prices
WKU is the fi rst school in the state with 
course lists on SlugBooks.com, a textbook 
price comparison service.
SlugBooks.com offers a list of profes-
sors and courses, and then aggregates a 
list of online book dealers and their prices 
instantly. The free service also lets stu-
dents view the fi rst chapter of a textbook 
before buying it.
“SlugBooks.com is designed to do 
one thing: save college students money 
on their textbooks,” said David Miller, 
founder of SlugBooks.com, in a press re-
lease.
In addition to prices from larger ven-
dors such as Amazon.com, SlugBooks.
com shows prices from renting services 
and offers downloadable textbooks. 
SlugBooks.com also has a Facebook 
“Connect” feature for students who want 




Ransdell said relations between WKU and 
Bowling Green were good when Walker was mayor.
He said that he and Walker would communicate 
several times in any given month, discussing matters 
of importance that would affect both the Bowling 
Green and WKU communities.
Ransdell said he knew he could always speak 
with Walker in confi dence, especially when 
discussing sensitive matters.
“Elaine was always someone I could talk with 
and trust,” Ransdell said.
While Walker was mayor, Ransdell said he 
and Walker worked hand-in-hand together with 
the creation of the WKU Gateway to Downtown 
Bowling Green project.
“She was very instrumental in getting that 
legislation through,” Ransdell said.
With Walker now in Frankfort, Ransdell said her 
new position should positively affect WKU.
“It’s always good to have someone who knows 
us — understands us — as we’re engaged in a 
political environment in Frankfort,” Ransdell said. 
“Rarely would the secretary of state come into play 
in a matter that would be on our strategic agenda in 
Frankfort, but it’s always good to have friends in 
high places.”
Robbin Taylor, vice president for Public Affairs, 
said the secretary of state doesn’t necessarily play a 
direct role in postsecondary education.
But, like Ransdell, Taylor said it’s always 
benefi cial to have someone from Bowling Green 
who is knowledgeable about WKU in such a 
prominent position.
“Any time we have someone from our community 
in a position of prominence in state government, it 
is good for Bowling Green and, therefore, good for 
WKU,” she said.
Taylor said she is assured that Walker will 
continue to work in the best interest of WKU.
“Mayor Walker has been great to work with on a 
number of initiatives where the city and university 
have partnered,” Taylor said. “And I expect she will 
continue to be helpful in any way she can in her new 
position.”
At the conclusion of her last city commission 
meeting as mayor, Walker said it had been a 
privilege to serve as mayor of the city of Bowling 
Green.
“I’ve always attempted to do what I thought was 
in the best interest of our citizens,” she said.
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Go “Green” at 
Shenanigans & 
come stock up for your
 Super Bowl parties! 
Drown those back-to-school 
sorrows away!  
 955 Fields Drive                270.780.9420              Bowling Green, KY
Gordon Emslie, provost 
and vice president for Aca-
demic Affairs, said the Divi-
sion of Extended Learning 
and Outreach is “ready to en-
ter phase two.”
“I think it is appropriate at 
this stage in DELO’s life that 
we take a look at it afresh and 
see if we can improve on it 
more,” he said.
Areas that may be exam-
ined include structure and 
where profi ts from DELO go, 
Emslie said.
Beth Laves, who was as-
sistant to the dean of DELO 
before taking over as interim 
vice president last October, 
starts her new job as associ-
ate vice president of DELO 
today.
“I did have a good feel for the 
job when I started,” Laves said.
DELO  — created in 2003 
— partners with WKU faculty 
and departments to offer credit 
and noncredit educational op-
portunities beyond the Bowl-
ing Green campus, according 
to a university press release. 
Some of the programs 
DELO offers include Winter 
Term, Summer Sessions and 
workforce training.
Laves said a large part of 
what DELO does involves 
“distance learning.” 
“What it boils down to 
is what happens outside the 
Bowling Green community,” 
she said. “[It’s] ways that we 
can support whatever is going 
on in educational opportuni-
ties outside of the traditional 
classroom.”
Emslie recently changed 
the position Laves now holds 
from dean to vice president.
Because a dean is typical-
ly the head of  a college or 
department, the title of vice 
president is more appropri-
ate for DELO as it “address-
es all units across campus,” 
Emslie said.
“DELO has matured and 
evolved suffi ciently, and this 
really was a vice president 
role,” he said.
The division’s structural 
change has prompted a further 
look into reevaluation of the 
division.
Laves said she especially 
hopes to extend DELO’s 
reach in the community.
“My goal is to continue 
to grow this division and 
become a more valuable 
asset to Academic Affairs,” 
she said. “What we’re 
looking at is to be more 
supportive and broader in 
our support.”
By supporting faculty fur-
ther, DELO will be able to 
assume some of their respon-
sibilities that lie outside of the 
classroom.
“That frees them up so they 
can give their time and ener-
gies to institution, service and 
research,” Laves said.
Because DELO is a self-
supporting division, market-
ing is an important part of 
their work, Laves said.
Jennifer Perry, marketing 
manager of DELO, said their 
division is working on devel-
oping creative means of ad-
vertising.
She said they are learning 
good methods of success-
ful marketing from their col-
leagues.
“We always look for new 
and innovative ways to reach 




  JOSH MAUSER/HERALD
Joe Denning leaves Bowling Green City Hall for the fi rst time as the Mayor Pro Tem of Bowling Green. Just one 
month ago, Denning was surprised by the news that he would hold the position after former Mayor Elaine Walker 
was chosen as the new secretary of state in Kentucky. “Bowling Green is our city, and I am ready to get to work,” 
Denning said.
DELO working to 




Elaine was always someone I 
could talk to and trust."
—GARY RANSDELL
Pesident
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Something on your mind? 





“The state of the music industry 
has changed. It’s too much about 
the money and not enough about 
the art.”
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*Denotes editorial board 
members. The Herald 
publishes on Tuesdays and 
Fridays during the school 
year. The fi rst copy is free 
and additional copies are 
50 cents each, available in 
the Student Publications 




The Herald encourages readers to 
write letters and commentaries on 
topics of public interest. Here are a 
few guidelines:
1. Letters shouldn't exceed 250 
words. Commentaries should be 
about 500 words and include a 
picture.
2. Originality counts. Please don't 
submit plagiarized work.
3. For verifi cation, letters and com-
mentaries MUST include your name, 
phone number, home town and 
classifi cation or title.
4. Letters may not run in every edi-
tion due to space.
5. The Herald reserves the right to 
edit all letters for style, grammar, 
length and clarity. The Herald does 
NOT print libelous submissions.
6. Submissions must be received by 
7 p.m. on Sunday and Wednesday.
"Congress shall make no law 
... abridging the freedom of 
speech, or of the press ..."




I would like to commend the 
WKU grounds crew and main-
tenance staff for their efforts last 
week. Despite several inches 
of snow Tuesday night, every 
sidewalk I walked on was clear 
Wednesday. Thanks.
Aaron Thurman
White House, Tenn, junior
THE ISSUE:  The lack of student input 
caused a halt in renovations to the Down-
ing University Center. 
OUR VIEW:  Students should use this 
opportunity to express their opinions 
about improving DUC before the con-
struction begins, rather than complaining 
about it later.
In what seems like an unprecedented 
call for student voice before taking action, 
administrators and the Student Govern-
ment Association postponed DUC renova-
tions until more student input is gathered.
The Herald commends those leading 
the efforts for seeking the campus voice 
before starting yet another construction 
project. And we encourage all students to 
participate in the SGA’s campaign to get 
your input. 
After all, DUC is in the heart of cam-
pus and was built to provide services to 
the most important members of the WKU 
community: the students. 
Morganfi eld junior Charlie Harris, the 
SGA chief of staff, said he appreciated the 
administrators realizing that student con-
cern should be at the forefront of decision-
making. Later this month, Harris will lead 
the SGA’s outreach efforts with outlets 
such as surveys and informational tables 
in the DUC lobby. 
Although we think it’s safe to say we 
could all do without the inconveniences 
of construction, we cannot deny that 
some construction means progress. And 
with DUC being such an integral part of 
the WKU experience, the Herald believes 
renovations would be worth adjusting 
for. 
Some students may argue the proposed 
20-year, $70 per semester student fee that 
would go toward the $49 million proj-
ect would be unfair since they will have 
graduated by the time the renovations are 
complete. But those students should con-
sider the legacy they will be a part of for 
generations of students to come.
As it stands, DUC might serve its pur-
pose, but it is outdated, poorly arranged 
and not aesthetically pleasing. The updat-
ed DUC theater is just a glimpse of how 
much better the whole building could be. 
We’d like to see (among other things) 
private study space, a computer lab, 24-
hour dining options, more inviting and 
technologically equipped meeting rooms 
and a more elaborate game and entertain-
ment area on the fourth fl oor.  
Since thousands of students pour in 
and out of DUC daily, we know you have 
suggestions as well. The SGA and admin-
istrators have traveled to other student 
centers and done their part to research stu-
dent wants and needs. Now, it’s time to do 
yours. 
They are giving you the chance to im-
prove campus on your terms; we encour-
age you to take it. 
This editorial represents the majority 
opinion of the Herald s̓ 10-member edito-
rial board.




“Sure, balancing two jobs, school 
and extra curricular activities is 
hard; we can all relate. But I keep 




“The fi rst week of school is usu-
ally hard for all of us. But people 




Students should express opinions on DUC renovations
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Open ‘til 1 am Sunday - Thursday, 
2 am Friday and Saturday!
Location near campus only!
       Sour Cream & 
Chives Baked Potato
Issues of race in the United States are of-
ten simplifi ed into black and white, but this 
year for Black History Month, organizers 
hope to draw attention to the complexities 
of race.
Lloren Foster, assistant professor of 
African-American Studies, said people’s 
identities are prefabricated, and this month’s 
events aim to “unpack the complexity of 
what people are.”
The events for this year’s Black History 
Month celebration include movies, lectures, 
guest speakers and public displays.
One of those events is the Black Clas-
sic Film Series, an annual series organized 
by Housing and Residence Life along with 
the Black History Celebration and Cultural 
Preservation Committee. 
The fi lms show a progression of African-
American culture and their portrayal in 
American media, said Crystal Hardeman, 
hall director for Pearce-Ford Tower, who 
organized the fi lm series.
She said one of the goals of the  series is 
to make people think about stereotypes and 
where they come from.
Foster said people still have a long way 
to go in race relations, but he hopes this se-
ries will open up the discussion beyond Feb-
ruary to the rest of the year.
The fi lms will be shown every Thurs-
day and snacks will be provided, Hardeman 
said.
 WKYU-PBS will also show several 
documentaries and other programs during 
Black History Month, she said. 
Another event is a lecture series given 
by Foster, which will cover the scholarly 
aspects of African-American culture and 
history. 
The BHCCP committee, along with sev-
eral student organizations, has also arranged 
for guest speakers such as Fox News politi-
cal commentator Juan Williams and author 
Frank Dobson Jr., Foster said.
There will also be several displays 
throughout the month in Cravens Library 
and the Educational Resource Center, in-
cluding posters, books and DVDs, accord-
ing to the website for the Offi ce of Diversity 
Programs.
Black History Month 
events to begin today
By KEVIN ALLEN
news@chherald.com
Black History Month schedule
■ February 1st
Opening Ceremony, 5 
p.m. at Garrett Confer-
ence Center 103
■ February 2nd 
Lecture Series: “Why You 
Got That On?”, 3:30 p.m. 
at GCC 103
■ February 3rd 
Black Classic Film Series: 
“The Language You Cry 
In,” 6 p.m. at Downing 
University Center 340
■ February 5th 
WKYU-PBS: “The Hines 





WKYU-PBS: “Jail, No 
Bail,” 9:30 p.m. 
■ February 8th 
Keynote Speaker Juan 
Williams, 7:30 p.m. at 
DUC Auditorium
■ February 9th
Guest Speaker Frank 
Dobson Jr., 6 p.m. at DUC 
340
■ February 10th
Black Classic Film Series: 
“Black Is… Black Ain’t”, 6 
p.m. at DUC 340













led,” 3:30 p.m. at GCC 103
Speaker and Singer 
Bernice Johnson Reagon, 
7:30 p.m. at Van Meter 
Hall
■ February 17th
Black Classic Film Series: 
“Blacking Up,” 10 p.m. 
at Zacharias Hall study 
room
■ February 20th
WKYU-PBS: “For Love of 
Liberty,” 8:30 p.m.
■ February 22nd
Kentucky Poet Frank X 
Walker: “Isaac Murphy: 
I Dedicate This Ride,” 6 
p.m. at DUC 340
WKYU-PBS: “An Evening 
with Smokey Robinson,” 
9 p.m.
■ February 23rd
Lecture Series: “Is God 
Dead?”, 3:30 p.m. at GCC 
103
WKYU-PBS: “Main-
Street,” 7 p.m. 
■ February 24th
Black Classic Film Series: 
“Ethnic Notions,” 6 p.m. 
at DUC 340
■ February 26th
Annual Black History 
Month Scholarship Ban-
quet, 7 p.m. at the Carroll 
Knicely Conference 
Center, $35
■ February 27th 
WKYU-PBS: “For Love of 
Liberty,” 8:30 p.m. 
 — For more information, go to 
the Offi  ce of Diversity Programs 
events calendar
Assistant Professor Monica Burke 
fi rst met graduate student Ken Akers 
when he observed one of her spring 
2009 classes. 
Burke said she knew right away that 
Akers was unique.
“I could clearly tell that Ken was 
an interesting, energetic person who 
can easily stand out in any room,” she 
wrote in an e-mail.
Akers was enrolled in Burke’s class 
and was supposed to graduate this year, 
Burke said. 
She described Akers as “intelligent, 
outgoing, analytical and friendly.”
“I believe that the world has lost a 
bright light with the passing of Ken,” 
she said. “He was defi nitely a man of 
worth and an unforgettable person.”
Akers, 25, died Jan. 22 in Louis-
ville, according to an obituary from 
the Brown Funeral Home. A native 
of Frankfurt, Germany, Akers’ family 
lives in Elizabethtown.
His fi ance, Caryl Adams, a graduate 
student at Indiana University, said Ak-
ers committed suicide “very unexpect-
edly.”
Louisville alumnus Vashon Broad-
nax said he met Akers during a gradu-
ate program and became friends with 
him. Broadnax said Akers was open 
about his clinical depression, and that 
he knew that suicide could be a possi-
bility.
Akers made a presentation for one 
of his grad classes and shared the infor-
mation openly with students, Broadnax 
said. 
Broadnax said that he remembers 
Akers as a very straightforward person. 
“He spoke the truth like, ‘Hey, this 
is what I think,’” he said. “He didn’t 
talk out of his ass. And people would 
really listen and say, ‘Yeah, I can see 
where this guy is coming from.’”
After knowing Akers for more than 
six years, Adams said she couldn't pick 
a favorite memory of her fi ance. But she 
said his personality always stuck out.
"Between his sheer brilliance and 
quick wit, he always knew what to say 
for effect," Adams said in an e-mail.
Professor Aaron Hughey said he met 
Akers a few year ago when Akers was 
deciding where he wanted to earn his 
master’s degree in college student af-
fairs.
Hughey said he and Akers talked for 
more than an hour, and by the end of 
their conversation Akers had decided to 
apply to WKU’s program. 
“Ken was one of those people you 
didn’t quite know how to take at fi rst,” 
Hughey said in an e-mail. “He would 
come across as loud, opinionated, and 
a little overbearing.  But he grew on 
you.”
Akers was serving as director for the 
Radcliff campus of Midway College 
and was engaged to be married in June, 
Hughey said.
“They had already sent out ‘hold 
the date’ magnets announcing their 
wedding,” he said. “I still have it on 
the cabinet in my offi ce. He constantly 
talked about how much he loved her.”
Adams said Akers proposed to her 
on March 18, 2009, in a northern Ken-
tucky park that overlooks Cincinnati — 
the same city where the two met and 
began their relationship.
She said Akers treated her with “the 
utmost respect and loved (her) whole-
heartedly.”
“It always makes me smile knowing 
Ken's greatest guilty pleasure: snug-
gling,” Adams said. “Ken was 6-foot-4 
and over 300 pounds, and to others he 
could be considered intimidating. But 
at the end of the day, all he wanted to 
do was lay in bed and snuggle.”
Broadnax said that Akers will al-
ways be missed, loved and remem-
bered.
“Shout out to the big guy with the 
big beard,” he said.
By LINDSAY KRIZ
news@chherald.com
Friend: Akers 'missed, 
loved and remembered'
Skipper said that being a university 
spokesman helps him while dealing with 
the public and news media on the scene of 
an emergency.
“The two positions work hand-in-hand 
in our community in that I’m known for 
both roles,” he said. “People recognize 
who I am, and that makes it easier to deal 
with them.”
Skipper and his wife, Kim, a watercolor 
artist, have two sons, Alex, 21, and Josh, 
18, both of whom work for the fi re 
department alongside their father.
Skipper said it’s probably most diffi cult 
for his wife, who has to deal with him and 
his sons leaving sometimes. 
“But she’s proud of what we do and 
very supportive,” he said.  “Probably a 
bigger toll is the mess of papers and things 
that I bring home to work on.”
Alex is a junior at WKU, and Josh is a 
freshman studying to become a full-time 
fi refi ghter at Bowling Green Technical 
College.
Josh said working with his dad at the 
fi re department is easy because he listens 
to the opinions of the people around him 
and takes them into consideration before 
making decisions.
Kim said she worries about her 
husband and sons when they respond 
to an emergency, but she is comforted 
in knowing that they have completed 
training to stay calm.
She also said that her house can get 
very chaotic at times, especially with all 
the dirty clothes from the runs they make 
with the fi re department. 
“But they love to do it, and what they 
do is very honorable,” she said. 
FIRE CHIEF
CONTINUED FROM FRONT
I believe the world has 
lost a bright light with 
the passing of Ken."
—MONICA BURKE
Assistant Professor
Corie Martin, manager of Creative 
Web Services for the Division of Public 
Affairs, said the redesign process began 
by examining higher education websites 
from across the country as well as the 
existing WKU website.
Robbin Taylor, vice president for 
Public Affairs, said WKU got a marketing 
agency to do a mock-up. Then a 
committee of student, faculty, IT, public 
affairs, marketing and web services 
representatives looked at designs.
After looking at several different ideas, 
Martin said WKU combined the elements 
that they decided were most important.
“We put it together like you’d put 
together a puzzle,” she said. “The new 
design is a combination of all the designs 
submitted to us. We just pulled everything 
we liked and put it all in one.”
Stacey Biggs, chief marketing offi cer 
for Public Affairs, said one of the most 
noticeable additions to the home page is 
a big red “Apply Now” button. Also new 
is an interactive element with pictures 
of students, where you can click to learn 
more about that particular student.
Martin said the new website primarily 
reaches out to prospective students and 
their families.
“When you’re looking at colleges, you 
go to their website fi rst,” she said.
Some of the most popular items 
potential new students want to see are 
what academic programs are offered, 
how much the university costs and what 
student life is like — all of which Martin 
said is now easily accessible.
There is also a section for parents that 
focuses on their interests, such as safety 
and how to pay the university bill, Martin 
said.
“Parents want to see that it is the best 
possible learning and living environment 
for their children,” she said. “So we made 
all those things very easy to navigate.”
Because the website was largely 
designed for the “external community,” 
Taylor said WKU did focus groups to get 
the perspective from students and parents 
looking at WKU from the outside.
Biggs said the new design makes it 
very obvious that, no matter what page 
you’re on, you are on a WKU website.
“With the colors we’re using, mostly 
red, black and gray and always having 
the WKU logo prominent, it’s very 
specifi cally branded,” she said. “There’s 
no doubt where you are.”
Martin said she hopes the new website 
design will show people that WKU is 
a campus that rivals any other major 
university across the nation. She said the 
quality of the new design blew her away 
the fi rst time she saw it put together.
“The design and the staggeringly 
beautiful photos we have across the 
website are very impressive,” she said. 
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HEALTH SERVICES
Helps pay for Health Services 
programming such as Pass-
port to Wellness and expand-











Helps pay for staff  and new 





Helps pay for debt from 
renovation of Diddle Arena 





Helps pay for daily operations 
and staff  in campus buildings.
WKU: $59
UK: $144.75 (Student 
Center & Johnson Center)
UL: $15 (University Facility)
MANDATORY STUDENT FEES
RESTRICTED TUITION
Fees that were rolled into tuition in 2002 include:
■ Teaching/research equipment
■ Classroom improvements
■ Student spirit groups
■ Student technology
■ Preston Center/Health and 
Fitness Lab
■ Health Services
■ Campus rebuilding fee
■ Student Government Association 
programming
■ Title IX compliance
■ Library fee
■ Facilities improvements matching
■ Student radio
■ Parking and Transportation
Each year, those three restricted tu-
ition areas and the two mandatory fees 
increase based on the Higher Education 
Price Index (HEPI), which is an infl ation 
index based on higher education costs, 
she said.
The rest of the 13 areas — such as Title 
IX compliance and student spirit groups 
— still get money from the university, but 
it's not necessarily from tuition money, 
she said.
It’s hard to say exactly what the rest 
of tuition pays for compared to WKU’s 
other revenue sources, because tuition 
and fees only account for 40 percent of 
WKU’s budget, Reed said.
State appropriations and money the 
university makes itself also contribute to 
the total money pot, among other things, 
she said.
In general, students’ tuition goes to-
ward paying for faculty and staff salaries, 
support services such as the Counseling 
and Testing Center, and heating, cooling 
and maintenance of campus buildings, 
she said.
DOLLARS
CONTINUED FROM FRONT What do you think?
Voice your opinion on the 
student fee that could go 
toward renovating DUC. Do 
you support a fee to pay for 
the project.
■ Tell your representatives 
in the Student Government 
Association.
■ Write on our Facebook.
■ Write a letter to the editor 
(250 words or less) and send 
it to opinion@chherald.com.
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COLLEGE HEIGHTS HERALD CLASSIFIEDS
270-745-2653 Melissa Pinguely: Classifi eds Manager
 Note to Readers: The College Heights Herald screens ads for misleading or false claims 
but cannot guarantee any ad or claim. Please use caution when answering ads, especially 
when asked to send money or provide credit card information The College Heights Herald 
is not responsible for the content or validity of these paid classifi ed ads.
Across from Engineering 
Building
nice clean 2 br. apartments nicely 
furnished all utilities paid
$675/mo. lease/deposit required 
no pets
392-6206
Russellville, KY transportation company is currently seeking students/
graduates for intern/ or fulltime positions in logistics. Person must have 
excellent organizational and communication skills, customer service 
oriented, analytical and problem solving skills necessary.
Apply to: wtitransportapps@yahoo.com
FOR RENT
City of Bowling Green
LANDSCAPE HELPER
•  Starting: $9.43/hr., 35 hrs/wk.
•  Assists with maintenance of landscaped areas for the 
City; Installing plant material according to design, 
and maintaining areas
•  Operates various tools and equipment such as gar-
dening tools, lawn mowers, rake, garden tiller
•  High School diploma, GED, or vocational school, 
with one year of landscape experience preferred.
Interested applicants should obtain an employment application from the Human Resources Department 
in City Hall, 1001 College Street, Bowling Green or from our website at www.bgky.org. Completed 
applications must be submitted by 4:00 pm, February 4, 2011. The City of Bowling Green is an Equal 
Opportunity Employer and a Drug-Free Workplace.
City of Bowling Green
PART-TIME POSITIONS
FITNESS INSTRUCTOR: Instructs individuals and classes; maintains fi t-
ness records, plans fi tness programs, monitors safe usage of machines, and 
teaches classes in weight training. CPR & First Aid Certifi cation is required 
for position (training and certifi cation provided through Parks & Rec). 
Prefer six months to one-year experience; Age 18+; 20-25 hrs/wk Monday-
Friday, 10:00 AM- 4:00 PM, OR 5:00 PM- 10:00 PM (may work occasional 
weekends); $7.78/hour.
AEROBICS INSTRUCTOR: Instructs aerobic activities, including 
yoga, spinning, and other specialty classes. CPR & First Aid Certifi cations 
required. Classes are primarily in the evenings with some mornings, and 
weekends; $16.87 per hour.
GOLF SHOP ATTENDANT & GREENSKEEPER I: Weekly work 
schedule will consist of 15-40 hours per week (depending upon position) 
with weekend work required. Must be 18+ and have ability to work well 
with public. Salary will range from $7.40-$8.25/hr, depending upon posi-
tion.
Applications for employment can be obtained at the Human Resources Department in City Hall, 1001 Col-
lege Street or from website at www.bgky.org. All positions Open until fi lled, The City of Bowling Green is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer and a Drug-Free Workplace.
HELP WANTED
1 Block from WKU
nice 2 and 3 br. apartments
1328 Adams Street
$420-$520/mo
Lease and deposit required
no pets
846-2397
A SUMMER JOB AT 
KENTUCKY 4-H CAMPS:
Positions are available as Camp 
Manager; HCP (Health Care 
Provider/EMT); Lifeguards; 
and instructors for swimming, 
canoeing, nature, recreation, rifl e, 
archery and high and low ropes. 
Internships are available. Deadline 
for application is March 4th. 
For more information, 
visit our website at 
www.kentucky4h.org/camp and 
apply on line at UK Jobs at 
www.uky.edu/hr/working. 









you stole my heart, 
now you and i
will never part!
stephanie b. - omaha, ne
HARLAXTON, ENGLAND 
— Before I got on a plane for 
London a few weeks ago, I sat 
in Chicago International O’Hare 
Airport quietly daydreaming of 
all the places in Europe I would 
see in my semester abroad.
School was not one of those 
places.
However, school is the whole 
reason for my European adventure.
I am currently studying 
abroad at Harlaxton College in 
Grantham, England, which is 
where I’ll be until the end of 
April.
While here, I’m enrolled as 
a full-time student, taking 12 
hours of courses. This includes 
a six-credit-hour British studies 
course, which is entirely foreign 
to me — no pun intended.
When I first arrived at the 
manor (Oh yeah, Harlaxton is 
basically a castle, by the way), I 
was excited to buy my first legal 
beer, not textbooks. I was ready 
to meet students from other uni-
versities but not my professors. I 
didn’t take the time to familiar-
ize myself with my course syl-
labi. Instead, I wanted to famil-
iarize myself with the manor and 
the locals.
But then the first day of class-
es came.
I discovered that I would have 
to learn thousands of years of 
British history, but I didn’t think 
much of it at the time. I thought, 
“I have all semester to learn, but 
the first few weeks is for making 
friends.”
Class has been in session for 
more than two weeks now, and 
I still refuse to admit that I’m in 
school. "I’m not in school, I’m 
in England," I tell myself.
When professors speak with 
British accents and use ste-
reotypically British words and 
phrases like “bloody hell” and 
“cheers,” it’s easy to forget 
you’re in class. It seems more 
like television than reality. 
I just took my first quiz of the 
semester. Did I study? Not really 
— I went to the coast instead. 
Did I do well on my quiz? Prob-
ably not.
I mean, I tried to study in a 
pub one afternoon when my 
friends and I had time to spare 
before our train, but I found my-
self lacking motivation.
“In 1066, the Normans invad-
ed England. In 2011, I don’t care 
about the Normans,” I thought.
But the truth is I need to get 
my act together or it’ll be a royal 
pain in the neck to try to save my 
grades at the end of the semester.
Grades are and always have 
been important to me. I’m a self-
described nerd, and I cherish my 
4.0 grade point average.
But studying abroad pres-
ents me with a predicament: Are 
grades as important as the life 
experience I could gain while 
traveling around Europe?
That’s something I will con-
stantly have to weigh this semes-
ter, and I hope I can muster up the 
willpower to be a good student. 
But until then, I’ll be checking 
train tickets and making plans for 
weekend trips.
Study abroad: not 




Wish you were here
This is the fi rst in an ocassional 
series of columns by two Herald 
reporters who are studying 
abroad this semester. They'll 
write about their experiences 
and provide insight for students 
who are considering studying 
abroad.
■ NEWS BRIEF
'Real life Hitch' coming to 
Mass Media Auditorium tonight
“The Dating Doctor” will visit WKU to-
night.
Relationship expert David Coleman, 
known across the country as “America’s 
Real-Life Hitch,” a reference to the 2005 
movie “Hitch,” which stars Will Smith as a 
“date doctor” who helps people with their 
relationships.
Coleman will lecture in Mass Media Au-
ditorium tonight from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Kenneth Johnson, assistant director of 
Student Activities, said Coleman’s experi-
ence working with college students was one 
of the main reasons they decided to bring 
him to WKU.
“Relationships are a very interesting top-
ic to college students,” Johnson said.  “And 
we like to bring in the things the students are 
interested in.”
Coleman has become popular across the 
country and has been named the National 
Collegiate Speaker of the Year 10 times, most 
recently in 2010, according to his website. 
This is his first time at WKU, Johnson 
said. 




Powell County senior Cody Shown, center, drops to his knees as he is blessed with the Holy Spirit by 
Chrishone Reed, a sophomore from Michigan City, Ind., on the fourth fl oor of Downing University Center. 
A religious experience
wkuherald.com








Longhorn LEGO League. 
These names might seem 
strange without context, but 
on Saturday, they were the 
names of some of the teams 
who competed in the Ken-
tucky FIRST LEGO League 
State Robotics Champion-
ship.
The event brought 400 
students from all across Ken-
tucky to Diddle Arena and 
Downing University Cen-
ter and was sponsored by 
WKU’s science and math de-
partments, according to pro-
gram materials. 
Curtlyn Kramer, a volun-
teer from Ashland, said this 
year’s theme for the compe-
tition was “Body Forward,” 
which gave the students an 
opportunity to brainstorm a 
solution for a problem in the 
fi eld of biomechanical engi-
neering.
“This goal might be to 
fi ght obesity, help the cardio-
vascular system or help set 
bones,” she said.
This year, students picked 
problems ranging from how 
to apply prosthetic limbs to 
how to increase battery life 
on cochlear implants. 
During judging, each 
team had to show that their 
robot could perform a task, 
such as pushing a mechani-
cal lever to make an arm 
grasp, getting a syringe to 
lunge forward or replicating 
the process of setting a limb.
The students, who ranged 
in age from 9 to 14, were 
given the theme in early Sep-
tember and had been work-
ing on their robots since 
then, said John Inman, the 
event’s organizer.
The robots were made out 
of LEGOs and used a NXT 
LEGO motor and a comput-
er software program called 
“Mindstorms,” said Logan 
Daniels, a seventh grader 
from Twenhofel Middle 
School in Independence. 
The process of program-
ming the robots included 
taking measurements, trial 
and error, and program-
ming motors and sensors, 
said Colten Smith, an eighth 
grader from Hancock Coun-
ty Middle School in Lewis-
port.
Inman, who began his in-
volvement in the program as 
a volunteer six years ago in 
order to support his son, said, 
“the greatest benefi t of the 
event is that it helps young 
people get excited about the 
‘STEM’ subjects (science, 
technology, engineering and 
mathematics).”
Inman said another im-
portant focus of the program 
was to expose the students to 
WKU’s campus.
“We want the brightest 
young minds in Kentucky 
to see what we have and the 
programs we have,” he said.
While the competition 
was a lot of hard work for 
students, they also have 
plenty of fun, Inman said. 
“It’s basically like a sport-
ing event for science,” he 
said.
The winner of Saturday’s 
event advanced to the world 




Youth practice problem solving through robots
PHOTOS BY RYAN STONE/HERALD
A member of the Ingenious Engineers team watches two of his teammates compete during an afternoon round of the Kentucky FIRST LEGO League State Robot-
ics competition. Students ages 9 to 14 competed, using student-built and programmed robots to execute tasks related to this year’s theme, “Body Forward.”
Ten-year-olds Luke Helson, left, and Caden Dosier reset a robot. The students from Piner 
Elementary in Morning View have been working since summer to learn the LEGO robot-
ics system. As part of the bio-medical related theme, "Body Forward," they talked via 
Skype with the fi rst surgeons to complete a double hand transplant in Louisville.
When Deborah Wilkins, 
chief of staff and general 
counsel, turns up her iPod, 
it plays mainly classic 
rock that triggers memo-
ries and feelings from 
years ago.











s e a r c h , 
also ad-
mits to enjoying newer mu-
sic from artists such as P!nk 
and Black Eyed Peas.
“I think people ought to 
listen to a lot of different 
music,” Wilkins said. 
But here are some of the 
songs Wilkins said she would 
listen to if she couldn’t listen 




“I was fourteen, and 
that’s probably my fi rst 
favorite rock 'n' roll song,” 
Wilkins said. “It brings 
back memories of summer 
— swimming in the creek 
and hiking.”
Robert Plant’s “Tall 
Cool One” (1988)
“It came out a couple 
of years after I got out of 
law school — it’s a loud 
rockin’ song,” she said. “We 
were partying pretty hard 
then. I had my fi rst real job, 




“Another one of those 
songs that takes you back 
to summer,” she said. 
“Steve Earle was an activ-
ist — antiwar.” 
This one reminds her of 
the 1970s and the Vietnam 
War, though the song was 
released post-war, she said.
Don Henley’s “New 
York Minute” (1989)
“My husband and I had 
just been married not 
long at all, because we 
got married that January,” 
she said. “We were at a 
bar outside on the beach 
— you know how they do 
in Florida — and we were 
slow dancing to it,” she 
said. “It’s a powerful song. 
It reminds me to hold on 
to those moments.”
Michael Kamen’s 
“Main Title Theme 
from ‘Band of Broth-
ers’” (2001)
“Just a beautiful mov-
ing orchestral piece,” she 
said. “I come from a family 
where a lot of men have 
served in armed forces: 
Vietnam, Korea and World 
War II. It makes me think 
of the huge sacrifi ce that 
went on, particularly World 
War II.”
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WKU administrators have been 
crunching numbers recently.
On June 30, the federal stimulus funds 
that WKU — and other colleges and uni-
versities across the state — had been re-
ceiving through the American Recovery 
and Reinvestment Act of 2009 will expire.
While the state legislature is working 
to replace those funds, WKU will still 
face a budget reduction next year.
Ann Mead, vice president for Finance 
and Administration, said WKU is prepar-
ing for a budget reduction of about $2.3 
million for the 2011-2012 school year.
WKU has been more fortunate than 
other universities that are facing budget 
reductions during tough economic times, 
she said.
“Some universities must decrease costs 
by so much that I don’t see how they’re 
still open,” Mead said.
In total, $97.4 billion in stimulus mon-
ey was awarded from the Recovery Act to 
educators across the country, according to 
ed.gov. 
WKU received $5.4 million in stimu-
lus funds through the act, Mead said.
To compensate for the loss of the stim-
ulus money, budget reductions must be 
made, Mead said.
Robbin Taylor, vice president for Pub-
lic Affairs, said WKU must look at the 
situation plainly as a budget reduction.
“We’re not doing anything to prepare 
for the end of stimulus funding,” Taylor 
said. “We’re preparing to reduce our bud-
gets by that amount.”
The $2.3 million reduction must be 
prorated across the major departments to 
determine what amount specifi cally each 
will lose, Mead said.
The largest reduction must come from 
Academic Affairs at about $1.5 million, 
she said.
Mead said the reductions must be 
made by July 1.
Budget reductions of between $1.6 
million and $2 million are common for 
WKU, she said.
But there have been years where the 
university budget has been reduced by 
more than $4 million, she said.
Taylor said late last month that careful 
thought and consideration must go into re-
ducing the budget.
“As an administrative council, we just 
got our numbers a week ago — our fi nal 
numbers a week ago — so we’ll probably 
spend the next three to four weeks making 
decisions on what those cuts are going to 
look like,” Taylor said.
Mead said WKU’s administrative 
council will reconvene in mid-February 
to discuss the proposed budget reductions 
for each department.
She said there must be agreement that 
the reductions for each are feasible at the 
meeting.
“We have to think, ‘What if the econ-
omy tanked and the state couldn’t restore 
these funds?’” Mead said.
By CAITLIN CARTER
news@chherald.com




The WKU Intramural-Recreational Sports department invited students to tee off  





Staff  member's music 
a blast from the past
WILKINS
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Within Walking Distance of Campus
The One Year Full-Time WKU MBA
Website: www.wku.edu/mba  Email: mba@wku.edu
1.877.WKU.1MBA   (1.877.958.1622)
• Earn your WKU MBA in 1 year
• Graduate Assistantships ($10,000)
• Limited scholarships available
• High-quality - applied business courses
• Sustainability electives available 
You can complete our on-
demand “Foundational Modules.”
The new “Western Kentucky 
Connect” Online MBA may be 
for you – fulltime are part-time. 
Requirements Include:
2.75 UGPA, 500 GMAT 




call  270.745.5458, 
The Gordon Ford College 
of Business is AACSB 
accredited – making your 
degree worth more. Can’t go fulltime?
Don’t have a business degree? 
“We’re starting to real-
ize our potential,” senior 
forward Juan Pattillo said. “I 
tell guys that games are won 
on defense, and I think we’re 
starting to play better de-
fense. If you don’t play good 
D, you’ve got to come down 
and get a bucket. But if you 
play D, and you’ve got a 
lead, every bucket doesn’t 
mean so much.”
That theory proved true 
against FAU on Saturday. 
The Toppers scored just 57 
points, but they stifl ed the 
Owls – previously unbeaten 
in Sun Belt play – by holding 
them to 36 percent shooting.
“We were hustling,” Mc-
Donald said. “I told them 
that if we’re going to be in 
the championship game in 
the Sun Belt tournament — 
which I expect — it’s going 
to be against Florida Atlantic 
most likely. 
“We’ve got to treat this 
like a chance to go to the 
NCAA tournament, and 
guys were fi red up.”
After playing just four 
home games in well over a 
month, WKU now returns to 
Diddle for fi ve straight.
They’ll host four Sun Belt 
teams and Florida Gulf Coast 
in an 11-day stretch, poten-
tially eyeing a nine-game 
winning streak by Feb. 14.
It’s an exciting future for 
them to envision.
But McDonald said 
that’ll depend on if they re-
member why they’re in a 
hole in the fi rst place.
“I’m really excited about 
this stretch, as long as we 
continue to treat each game 
as an individual game,” he 
said. “We’re not out of the 
woods. It’s great that our 
fan base is so good. I think 
they’ll be there for the kids, 




After leading FIU by 
11 at halftime, the Lady 
Toppers scored just 23 
points in the second half, 
which was their lowest 
second-half output all 
season. They also sur-
rendered 49 points after 
halftime en route to a 69-
54 loss.
On Saturday, WKU 
led by as many as 14 in 
the fi rst half but shot just 
30.8 percent from the 
fi eld in the second half 
and were 0-for-11 from 
3-point range. They al-
lowed 47 second-half 
points to FAU, losing 79-
67.
The latest setbacks 
came on the heels of 
two straight double-digit 
wins. One of those was a 
27-point win on Jan. 16 
against FAU.
WKU’s road record 
is now 2-8 after the two 
losses.
After Wednesday’s 
game against FIU, soph-
omore forward Janae 
Howard said the players 
have a hard time fi nding 
and maintaining energy 
on the road because they 
aren’t around their fans. 
But she said they have to 
fi gure out how to over-
come that.
“We need to fi nd our 
own spark,” Howard said. 
“When we’re at home, we 
can look around and see 
why we’re doing what 
we’re doing and why 
we’re fi ghting. We had a 
few fans here (at FIU), so 
I don’t really know why 
we didn’t (play hard). We 
need to fi nd our own en-
ergy within.”
Cowles said Saturday 
that the players didn’t ac-
complish the goals they 
had set before the game 
started.
“We’ve done some 
things to ourselves this 
year, so I don’t want to 
take anything away from 
FAU,” Cowles said. “But 
we had goals before this 
game of 15 or less turn-
overs — we turned it over 
23 times. We wanted to 
out-rebound them by six 
or more — we got out-
rebounded by two.”
FAU came into the 
game shooting 35.7 per-
cent from the fi eld, so 
Cowles said their goal 
was to hold them to 36 
percent or less. FAU 
ended up shooting 54.7 
percent.
“Those were goals that 
we felt if we achieved 
those, we were going to 
be in a great position to 
win a basketball game,” 
she said. “Had we held 
them to 36 percent shoot-
ing, we would have been 
a whole lot better off.”
And as if that wasn’t 
enough, the Lady Top-
pers will have to move 
on — at least for the fore-
seeable future — without 
senior forward and pre-
season all-Sun Belt selec-
tion Arnika Brown. She 
sprained her right ankle 
in the fi rst half of Satur-
day’s game against FAU, 
and the severity of the in-
jury is still unknown.
The Lady Toppers will 
now head back home 
for three straight games, 
starting with Wednes-
day’s 11:30 a.m. game 
against South Alabama, 
which will be part of 
“Spread the Red Educa-
tion Day.” 
Athletics Director 
Ross Bjork said Saturday 
that about 5,800 elemen-
tary students from War-
ren County were invited 
to the game.
 “That’s going to be 
a great atmosphere and 
probably a record crowd 
for a Lady Topper game 
since (Diddle Arena) was 
renovated,” he said. “It’s 
going to be a lot of fun.”
That’s when Sander-
ford sold me. And I didn’t 
even see it coming.
You see, Sanderford 
did whatever it took to get 
crowds to his games.
He had the Lady Top-
pers out meeting people in 
the community. He knew 
the schedules of all lo-
cal high schools and col-
leges so he could schedule 
around them.
He was at the helm 
when WKU turned people 
away from a then-larger 
Diddle Arena for a game 
against powerhouse Old 
Dominion. No really — 
turned people away.
“I played in the minor 
leagues, so I marketed 
like they did in minor 
league baseball,” Sander-
ford said. “That was my 
model — giveaways and 
other things to get them to 
come.”
Sanderford’s right 
about the correlations be-
tween the sports. The bot-
tom line is that not a lot of 
people care about wom-
en’s basketball these days 
without being nudged in 
the right direction.
And right now, Lady 
Topper fans aren’t even 
getting enough of a nudge 
to make it into the build-
ing.
“It’s tough,” Sander-
ford said. “I spent about 
15 years of my life trying 
to sell a product and build 
a program, so to see the 
fans not showing up and 
not supporting the kids 
bothers me.”
Sanderford seemed to 
sense that I was going to 
ask him whether or not it 
was wrong for WKU to 
count the students coming 
Wednesday in the atten-
dance. He gave a chuckle, 
and with two sentences, 
he changed my opinion.
“I think anything they 
can do is great,” he said. 
“If they’re going to get 
5,000 warm bodies into 
the arena, I’m happy for 
them.”
“Anything” is the key 
there. Maybe I hadn’t con-
sidered just how desperate 
the Lady Toppers are and 
need to be.
Desperation isn’t a dirty 
word. WKU used to be a 
force in women’s basket-
ball, and now attendance 
has dropped to as low as 
616. These are desperate 
times for the program.
And the Lady Toppers’ 
fan base isn’t getting any 
younger. That goes for 
women’s basketball ev-
erywhere.
Liking the sport isn’t 
necessarily the “coolest” 
thing for a kid to do these 
days.
But probability says 
that somewhere in that sea 
of 5,000 kids hitting each 
other and not paying at-
tention on Wednesday, a 
few of them are going to 
fall in love with basketball 
for the fi rst time.
“One of my main sell-
ing points over the years 
has been to come see us 
play one time,” Sander-
ford said. “Just one time.”
So you know what, 
WKU? Go ahead and 
bump those attendance 
numbers. I’ll let it slide in 
exchange for you giving 
so many kids that “one 
time.”
It’s certainly one way 
to start turning things 
around, but it doesn’t 
mean the real attendance 
numbers will jump over-
night.
But if Paul Sanderford 
says it’s the right kind of 
creativity, I’m on board.
And after Wednesday, 
the Lady Toppers will 
probably have some new, 
young fans on board too.
We’re not out 
of the woods. 
It’s great that 
our fan base is 
so good. I think 
they’ll be there 
for the kids, 

















Tennis splits with Union College
The WKU women’s tennis team opened its season 
against Union College on Sunday, picking up a 6-1 
win.
The Lady Toppers won two of their three singles 
matches against a shorthanded Union squad and also 
won the lone doubles match.
The men fell 6-1 to Union in their season opener.
The Lady Toppers next host Kentucky Wesleyan 






Junior forward Keisha Mosley fi ghts off  multiple defenders during a Dec. 29 game against 
Texas Tech. Mosley and the Lady Toppers lost to both Florida Atlantic and Florida Interna-
tional last week, dropping them to 8-13 this season.
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Track teams break 
two school records 
over weekend
CHRIS WILSON/HERALD
Senior Brittany Doss gasps for air as she swims the 100-yard breaststroke, the ninth of 32 swimming 
events at the meet against Southern Illinois on Saturday in the Powell Natatorium. Doss came in fi rst in 
the event with a time of 1.05.24.
The track and fi eld teams ben-
efi ted from several record-setting 
performances during competition 
this weekend, with the teams split-
ting for two meets.
Sophomore Karlis Daube and 
junior Sharika Smith both set new 
WKU records at the Rod McCravy 
Invitational in Lexington, and sev-
eral distance runners got the chance 
to compete at Indiana University in 
a 5,000-meter run, an event rarely 
offered in the regular season.
Sophomore Madison Hale, 
who was in Indiana, described the 
teams’ performances as “pretty 
good.”
“Our goal was to run it in under 
18 minutes, 30 seconds, and two of 
us were able to do it,” she said.  
The 5k run was the only event 
runners in Indiana competed in.
Assistant Coach Michelle Scott, 
who coached the distance runners 
at Indiana, agreed that the meet 
went well.
“We did what we needed to do 
and accomplished what we were 
supposed to,” she said.  
Scott said that with this meet 
behind them, the teams can now 
focus on upcoming 3,000-meter 
and mile runs.
In Lexington, standout perfor-
mances highlighted what Head 
Coach Erik Jenkins called a “very 
productive meet.”
“It’s good seeing this young 
team continuing to improve,” he 
said.
Smith continued her dominat-
ing year with another fi rst-place 
performance, breaking the school 
record she set earlier this season in 
the long jump.  
Smith’s winning leap went 20 
feet, 7 inches, which currently 
ranks third in the country.
She also clocked the second-
fastest time in school history in the 
60-meter hurdles.
Jenkins said he was pleased 
with Smith’s efforts and noted that 
she isn’t the only one performing at 
such a level.
Daube fi nished fourth in the 
60-meter hurdles, breaking a WKU 
record that had 
stood for 27 years.
“Many of our 
members are 
moving towards 
the top of the Sun 
Belt Conference,” 
Jenkins said.
The meet in 
Lexington show-
cased many 
schools from the 
Sun Belt, and Jenkins said he be-
lieves WKU’s teams gained some-
thing just by watching them in ac-
tion.
“There are a lot of very good, 
young teams in the Sun Belt, and 
we got to see them before the 
championship,” he said.  
The Sun Belt Conference In-
door Championships will take 
place at the end of February.
Next weekend, the teams will 
be in action against Middle Ten-
nessee in Murfreesboro, Tenn., and 
after that the teams will split up 
and go to separate meets.
Hale said the teams won’t have 
the chance to slow down any time 
soon.
“We’re going to keep training 
and improving like we have been,” 
she said.
Jenkins said that while the 
teams are improving, there is still 
a lot of work to be done in the next 
three weeks.
“Every meet presents a different 
set of challenges,” he said. “There 




Senior David Menchinger agreed that win-
ning the relay was an important achievement.
“We were one, two and three at the relay, 
and we kind of snowballed from there,” he 
said.
Assistant Coach Brian Thomas said he 
was pleased with the aggression of both 
teams.
“This was really a solid meet on both 
sides — men and women,” he said.
Marchionda said that his next challenge 
will be setting the lineup for the conference 
championships, calling it “the worst thing I 
have to do all year.”
The Sun Belt titles will be decided from 
Feb. 23-26 in Dallas.  
Menchinger said he plans to continue to 
train hard until then. 
“At this point in the year, we can’t afford 
to drop our endurance,” he said.
Menchinger said he was happy with the 
efforts and turnout on Senior Day, though 
his parents weren’t able to be there.
“Ms. (Julie) Ransdell got to be my mom 
for the day since my parents couldn’t make 
it,” he said, laughing.
Sophomore Alex Van Oost said she had 
become close with many of the senior swim-
mers and is glad they were able to end their 
final home meet on a high note.
“It was definitely nice having one more 
meet with them,” she said.  “They all swam 
well and had a great meet.”
Menchinger said that while the most in-
tense training is over, the teams need to con-
tinue to work hard.
“Like every other program, our turns and 
starts could use the most work,” he said. 
“It’s crucial to perfect those.”
Marchionda agreed that work still needs 
to be done, saying the teams will continue to 
train as the conference championships loom.
“We’ve got our work cut out over the 





“Ms. (Julie) Ransdell got 
to be my mom for the 
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Lady Tops still 
trying to turn 
the corner
CHRIS WILSON/HERALD
Sophomore guard Caden Dickerson fi ghts Troy's defense for a layup in the fi rst half of their 
game against Troy on Jan. 22 in Diddle Arena.  WKU won 77-58.
CHRIS WILSON/HERALD
Casey DeRidder, a junior from Newnan, Ga., skims the surface of the water before coming up during the women's 200-yard 
backstroke against Southern Illinois on Saturday in the Powell Natatorium.
The swimming and div-
ing teams at WKU finally 
have a chance to rest af-
ter their home victories 
over Southern Illinois this 
weekend.
The men’s team won 170-
127, and the women’s team 
came through with a 173.5-
109.5 win in their fi nal regu-
lar season competition.
Head Coach Bruce Mar-
chionda said the teams 
have been in their most in-
tense training period of the 
year over the past several 
weeks.
And with Saturday’s 
meet behind them, focus 
can now be placed on the 
upcoming Sun Belt Con-
ference Championships.
“I’m extremely pleased 
with probably about 90 
percent of the races,” Mar-
chionda said after the meet.
The teams were also 
dealing with the added 
pressure of performing on 
Senior Day. The bleachers 
at the Powell Natatorium 
were filled on Saturday for 
several swimmers’ final 
home performance.
“This has been such a 
great class for the past four 
years,” Marchionda said. 
“To see them go out with 
two wins means a lot to 
them, and it means a lot to 
us.”
Marchionda cited 
WKU’s performance in the 
men’s 200-yard medley re-
lay as a big part of the win. 
The men took first, second 
and third place in the early 
event, giving the team mo-
mentum that Marchionda 




Swim teams fi nish regular season with dominant wins on Senior Day 
SEE WAVES, PAGE 10
Most students spend the first week 
of a semester settling into their new 
classes.
The Toppers used it to give them-
selves a second chance.
WKU (9-11, 4-4 Sun Belt Confer-
ence) swept both Florida International 
and Florida Atlantic on a road swing 
last week, capping what has become a 
four-game winning streak. The Toppers 
lost six consecutive games before that.
“They’re dialed in and listening bet-
ter than they have,” Head Coach Ken 
McDonald said. “They’re coming to-
gether, and that’s always a work in 
progress. Sometimes you tend to forget 
that.”
Neither win in Florida was as domi-
nating as WKU’s last victory at home, 
a 77-58 beatdown of Troy.
It took some late resolve for the Top-
pers to escape FIU with an 81-78 win 
Thursday, and they managed to stave 
off a charge by FAU on Saturday, 57-
53.
“Down the stretch, we came togeth-
er,” senior forward Steffphon Pettigrew 
said. “Everybody stayed together, and 
we came out with the win.”
Pettigrew admitted that WKU has 
lacked that chemistry for most of the 
season.
He said the Toppers started to gel 
after their first meeting with FAU on 
Jan. 15. They lost that game by five in 
Diddle Arena, but Pettigrew said it still 
had a different feel.
“We didn’t win that time, but I think 
that was the turning point,” he said. 
“We started finding that concept of 
team. We’re working hard on defense 
and getting points when it counts.”
As morale and confidence slipped 
through WKU’s six-game losing streak, 
so did its defense — a tough setback 
for a team that labeled itself a “defen-
sive group” before the season.
By ZACH GREENWELL
sports@chherald.com
SEE SWEEP, PAGE 11
 Leave it to Paul Sander-
ford to sell me something.
I’m sure plenty students 
have never heard of Sander-
ford, so here’s a history les-
son.
Sanderford coached Lady 
Topper basketball to 365 wins 
and three Final Four appear-
ances from 1982-97. He is 
women’s basketball at WKU.
He also knew how to mar-
ket his program like nobody’s 
business.
WKU’s latest initiative — 
inviting more than 5,000 Warren County students to an 
11:30 a.m. game this Wednesday — seemed like some-
thing Sanderford would have gotten behind, so I turned 
to him for some perspective.
I’ll admit that I’ve had one beef with this proposed 
“Education Day” game since it was announced. One 
issue, mind you, with what promises to be a fantastic 
opportunity for all involved.
It made me uneasy that the kids, who are coming 
with their schools, are going to be counted in the atten-
dance. I would imagine some Lady Topper fans will be 
insulted at a 5,000-plus crowd number when the team 




Head Coach Mary Taylor Cowles hasn’t gone so far 
as to call this season a disappointment. 
But she hasn’t hesitated to acknowledge it hasn’t 
gone according to plan either.
The Lady Toppers (8-13, 5-4 Sun Belt Conference) 
started the season 0-5 — the worst start in program his-
tory — and haven’t won more than two games in a row. 
Things didn’t get much better for them this past week. 
For the fi rst time in her career, Cowles lost to both 
Florida International and Florida Atlantic. The loss to 
FAU was the fi rst in WKU women’s basketball history. 
“This has been a pretty rough road trip,” Cowles 
said after Saturday’s loss to FAU.
In both games, WKU held double-digit leads in the 
fi rst half, only to shoot poorly in the second half and 
lose by double digits. 
By COLE CLAYBOURN
sports@chherald.com
SEE COLUMN, PAGE 10
SEE TOPS, PAGE 10
This has been 
such a great 
class for the 
past four years. 
To see them go 
out with two 
wins means a 
lot to them, 
and it means 
a lot to us."
—BRUCE MARCHIONDA
Head coach
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